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From the President 

Greetings, Members! 

            Some of you are still looking at 13’ high 

piles of snow, and some have already seen 90 

degree temperatures! Regardless, hopefully 

many you can converge on a single location in 

Tennessee for our annual International Weight 

Pull Championships. 

            It has been a challenge this year, resulting 

in some unusual changes, but it is happening and 

I hope everyone will be able to support it. 

            I’d like to thank W. CLAY FONVIELLE for 

getting the ball rolling on holding 

Championships this year, the Hickman County 

Weight Pullers for sponsoring the event and 

Emmanuel Faxio and Jenn Cook for agreeing to 

take over as co-organizers so that Clay can help 

judge. 

            Look for Championships details in this 

newsletter, and watch for your invitation to 

Championships in your email! 

            I hope to see those of you who qualified at 

the event! 

  

                                                            --Connie Meech 

 



 

 

Message from the Championships Host! 2025-2026 Championships 

Greetings IWPA members! The 2025-2026 Championship event is 
fast approaching. The Hickman County Weight Pull Pros wanted to 
send one last detailed announcement before the big event. The 
Championship on wheels and snow on wheels will be held on 
Sunday May 10,2026 at the Global K9 Facility. Please bring your own 
seating and or canopies to set up. It’s May in Tennessee, so make 
sure that your dogs are hydrated and have plenty of water on hand! 
Food and refreshments will be provided at the event this year free 
of charge. All we ask is that if you are planning to attend, PLEASE 
rsvp and let us know if you have any dietary restrictions so that we 
can plan accordingly. We are looking forward to seeing you all at 
our first no line Championship event next month. Travel safely.  

 

If you would like to be included in this year's program, please submit 

your bios and pictures to Sean Hammell by April 26, 

2026 at seanhammell@hotmail.com 

 

 

Contact Emmanuel Faxio(incoming BOD member) 

at efaxio@yahoo.com 

Or Jenn at bess2night@yahoo.comor 6124242178 regarding details 

about the event.  

 

Pictured here is Baby 

tel:6124242178


 

 

WEEKEND ITENERARY  

 

 

May 9, 2026-12pm-2pm Weigh in time for both pulls 

 

 

May 10, 2026- 7am-9am Weigh in time for both pulls 

 

 

9:30am- Wheel pull will begin. The snow pull on wheels will begin 

after the conclusion of the wheel pull. Dogs and handlers will be 

allowed to take a break in between pulls 

 

 

1pm- General body meeting and presentation of awards 

 

The Super 8 motel in Dickson is pet friendly and approximately 18 minutes away from the site.  150 

Suzanne Drive. Dickson, TN 37055. 615-446-1923. The Rodeway Inn in Dickson is another affordable, 

pet friendly option. 2328 TN-46 Dickson, TN 37055. 615-446-3766. 

 

 

Blue Pearl Pet Hospital is a 24 hour emergency clinic located at 1569 Mallory Lane Bldg 200, 

Brentwood, TN 37027.615-333-1212 

Animal Medical Hospital is also a convenient option located at 1200 Hwy 96, Burns, TN 37029. 615-

446-1606 

 

There are plenty of restaurants within 20 minutes of the venue, including steak houses, Chinese and 

Mexican food as well as local cuisine.  

Kind regards, 

 

W. Clay Fonvielle 

 



 

 

  

❖ Driving Directions to Global K9 

10950 Missionary Ridge Road 

Bon Aqua, TN 37025 

FROM I-40 EASTBOUND (COMING FROM NASHVILLE) 

1. Take Exit 172 – TN-46 / Dickson. 

2. Turn RIGHT onto TN-46 South. 

3. Continue on TN-46 S until you reach Church Road. 

 Landmarks: 

• Dillinger’s on the right 

• Dollar General on the left 

 Turn RIGHT onto Church Road. 

1. Continue down Church Road and go straight over the railroad tracks. 

2. As you come around the bend, you will reach a stop sign. 

• Storytellers will be on your left. 

• Turn RIGHT onto Missionary Ridge Road. 

3. Continue on Missionary Ridge Road to 10950 Missionary Ridge Road — Global K9. 

FROM I-40 WESTBOUND (COMING FROM COOKEVILLE) 

1. Take Exit 172 – TN-46 / Dickson. 

2. Turn LEFT onto TN-46 South (cross over the interstate). 

3. Continue on TN-46 S to Church Road. 

 Landmarks: 

• Dillinger’s on the right 

• Dollar General and Helping Hands on the left 

1. Turn RIGHT onto Church Road. 

2. Go straight over the railroad tracks. 

3. As you come around the bend, you will come to a stop sign. 

• Storytellers will be on your left. 

• Turn RIGHT onto Missionary Ridge Road. 

4. Continue to 10950 Missionary Ridge Road — Global K9. 



 

 

  

Message from the Elections Chair 

Election Results: 

 
This was our first time holding an electronic election and I am happy to 
report we had a return rate of 57%!   As we have gone eletcronic, the 
ballots are sent by email and therefore we require an email address for 
each member that is entitled to vote.  I did reach out to all of those with 2 
Adults in their family memberships to provide a second email address 
since our current membership forms and database only allowed for 1 
email address.   For anyone I received a response from a second ballot 
was issued.  I also had one request for a paper ballot, which we do still 
offer and that was mailed out as well.   Here are the full details: 
 
75 Eligible voters were sent ballots, 74 electronically and 1 paper.  
43 Ballots were submitted.  
 
Candidate            Number of Votes Received 
 
Sean Hammell              37 
Debbie Lee                35 
Amanda Poluck            32 
Jean Wilson                28 
Whitney Weston            27 
Clay Fonvielle              23 
Emmanuel Faxio             22 
 
We did not run a vote for the Judges for Championships at the same time 
this year as we had not received any bids to host championships at the 
time the election was being held.   Please keep an eye on your emails over 
the next week as we will be issuing another electronic vote for the 
Championships Judges shortly! 
 
Amanda Poluck 
Elections Chair 
Championships Chair 
Secretary of the Board 

 

FROM 

SANCTIONING/STATISTICIAN 

CHAIR 

Jean Wilson 

 

As we near the end of the season, I want to thank the organizers for 

sending your results to me so promptly. Most events didn’t require me to 

contact the organizers to verify data. This really does help me load the 

information and get it to the Web Master and Newsletter in a timely 

fashion.  

 

I also want to remind everyone, (organizers and members) of a couple of 

extremely important items: 

  

1) Look at the results closely to ensure there aren’t any errors. If you are 

a member and see something that looks questionable, first contact your 

organizer and have them check the data. If there appears to be 

something that needs correcting, the organizer should connect with me 

so we can check it out.  

2) Organizers of pulls held the last two weeks of the season are required 

to E-MAIL or OVERNIGHT their finish report, finance report, organizer 

report & payment to me within one (1)  working day. This is to ensure 

that we can review the results and get Championship Invitations out in a 

timely manner. 

 

If you have any questions at all, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Jean   
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IWPA Budget and 

Financials February 

2026 

 

 

 

Courtesy Sean Hammell 
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IWPA Board of Directors Connie Meech 

Connie is the rep for Region 4 and 

the current President. 

Contact: connieisnow@aol.com 

314-458-4800 

 

Whitney Weston 

I am responsible for the newsletter, social 

media liasing, and Rep for Regions 1, 13, 

and 16. 

Contact: saskpits22@hotmail.com 

Sean Hammell 

Sean is the Treasurer on the Board, and is the Rep 

for Regions 2, 9, 12, 15, 17 

Contact: 211 Boulder Creek Bay, Langdon, AB 

Canada T0J 4L7 

seanhammell@hotmail.com 

mailto:connieisnow@aol.com


 

 

Debbie Lee 

Debbie represents Region 11 

Contact: 757-353-2607 

dreamweaverpeafowl@gmail.com 

Clay Fonvielle 

Clay serves as the IWPA Historian and 

Represents Region 8 

Contact: 

clay@washingtonlandingmc.com 

Jean Wilson 

Jean represents Region 6 and is responsible for 

Memberships, Standings, Upcoming Pulls, and Results 

Contact: teamnewf@gmail.com 

(231) 881-4094 

mailto:teamnewf@gmail.com


 

 

  

David Gallagher 

Contact: 802-728-6565 

Dgallagher65@gmail.com 

Amanda Poluck 

Amanda serves as Treasurer for the IWPA, 

Rep for Region 14, Championships and 

Elections Chair 

Contact: 403-540-9911 

amanda@pawsontraining.ca 

John Podolak 

Contact: johnpodolak@sbcglobal.net 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regions and Reps 

Region 10 - Arizona, Utah, Nevada, and California – 

Rep Debbie Lee 

Region 11 - West Virginia, Virginia, Washington DC, 

Maryland, Delaware, and North Carolina – Rep 

Debbie Lee 

Region 12 – Hawaii – Rep Whitney Weston 

Region 13 – British Columbia – Rep Sean Hammell 

Region 14 – Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Northwest 

Territories – Rep Amanda Poluck 

Region 15 – Manitoba – Rep Whitney Weston 

Region 16 – Ontario – Rep Sean Hammell 

Region 17 - Quebec, Prince Edward Island, Nova 

Scotia, Newfoundland, and New Brunswick – Rep 

Sean Hammell 

Region 18 - South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida – 

Rep Sheryl Franklin – 610-792-4597 

 

Region 1 – Alaska and Yukon Territory – Rep 

Whitney Weston 

Region 2 – Washington, Oregon, and Idaho 

– Rep Sean Hammell 

Region 3 – Montana, Wyoming, North 

Dakota, and South Dakota - Rep Darwin 

Lumbattis – 406-491-5311 

Region 4 – Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, 

and Wisconsin – Rep Connie Meech 

Region 5 – New York, Vermont, New 

Hampshire, Maine, Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 

and New Jersey - Rep Todd Sheehan – 860-

250-2396 

Region 6 – Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, and 

Kentucky – Rep Jean Wilson 

Region 7 – Tennessee, Alabama, and 

Mississippi - Rep Sheryl Franklin – 610-792-

4597 

Region 8 – Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, 

and Texas – Rep W Clay Fonvielle 

Region 9 – Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, 

and New Mexico – Rep Sean Hammell 

 


