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From  Judges’ Chair 
Jean Wilson, 
 
First, I’d like to thank all of our judges for taking on the responsibility of being an IWPA judge.  It’s an important and 
necessary position to ensure that all IWPA events held offer the same opportunity to all of our competitors and 
their dogs. 
 
We’re looking forward to another great season starting September 1 and the judge’s renewal forms have been 
mailed out.  If you have not received yours, be sure to contact me (text, phone or email) so I can ensure you receive 
yours.   Remember that you must be a member before I can send your card out so avoid any delay by sending your 
membership application and the appropriate fee to the membership chair. 
 
Last year I received quite a number of incomplete or inaccurate judge’s reports.   If there are extenuating circum-
stances that prevent you from complying with any of our rules, be sure to indicate that on the form with an expla-
nation.   This is very important.  Not only do we need correct information on the report, falsifying these reports 
could jeopardize our insurance.  Incomplete forms may be subject to being returned for completion. 
 
There seems to be some misunderstanding regarding where the on deck area should be.  Our rules state in Section 
5-C-16: “There shall be a marked "on deck" area behind, but near the starting end of the pull chute. This marked 
area shall house only the next dog to pull.”   It cannot be inside the chute area.  This ensures that everyone has the 
same advantage/disadvantage than any other competitor within the IWPA. 
 
We’ve also been hearing a number of concerns regarding aggressive dogs.  This is truly a safety issue and an aggres-
sive dog cannot be tolerated.   Section 4-B of the IWPA rules states:  “Vicious or unmanageable dogs shall be 
barred from competition. “  It is up to the judge’s discretion if they deem a dog fits this profile and the dog can be 
disqualified.  Also noted in Section 4-B is: “All dogs shall be under physical control, while in the pull area, except 
when hooked to the sled or cart.”  Dogs will need to be either leashed or physically held onto by someone.  Any-
where else during the event if they are not in the holding area, they need to be under physical control or contained 
in some manner (crate, vehicle, tie-out, etc.) 
 
I am a huge advocate for communication.  If you have any questions at all, don’t hesitate to reach out to me.  I try 
my best to get back to everyone in the shortest time frame possible.  Thanks again and let’s have another great 
pulling season! 
 
Jean Wilson 

FROM CHAMPIONSHIP CHAIRS 
Valarie Thawley and George Ferrari 
 
This year, the Championship bid is on the East Coast.  So get your bids in, if nothing is received by or before Septem-
ber 15th, than it’s up for grabs for any Region.   If this happens you have till or before November 15th to get your 
bids in.   
 

Looking forward to another great wt pulling season.   
 
Championship Chairs: 
Valarie Thawley and George Ferrari 
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I would like to take this time to thank everyone for their help and support for the 2019 IWPA Champion-

ships.  The Felice family for supplying the water and helping with the weigh in.  The Berning family for 

helping with weigh in, handling the carts and sleds, and the beautiful artwork on our signs, and setting up of 

the dinner.  The Reeds for the equipment and all the help you provided.  Bob Sencenbaugh for the use of his 

equipment.  Everyone who brought auction items and bid on the auction items.  The Ferrari family who 

helped me with handler bags and keeping my sanity.  Thank you to everyone in Region 9. Without your 

help we would not have been able to have this event.   

 

Also thank you to all the judges and competitors who drove from near and afar.  It would not be an event 

without you. 

 

As an organization we raised $1,669.88 for One Cure.  I am grateful for that. 

 

Cheryl Martin 

Championship Host  
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2018-2019 Board Meeting 

Indianapolis, IN 

June 1 – 2, 2019 

 

Meeting called to order by President Sue Ferrari at 7:15 AM. 

Roll Call – Those present were President Sue Ferrari (2nd year 1st term), Vice President Brenda Lemon (1st year 2nd 

term), Secretary to the Board Robbie Reed, Treasurer Cheryl Martin (1st year 1st term), Valarie Thawley (1st year 2nd 

term), Susan Gallagher (2nd year 2nd term), George Ferrari (1st year 2nd term), Bob Sencenbaugh (1st year 2nd term) 

and guest Jennifer Berning.  Absent Sheryl Franklin (2nd year 2nd term) and Jean Wilson (2nd year 1st term). 

Meeting minutes previously approved after the 2018 board meeting.  Minutes not read. 

Board reports 

Secretary Robbie Reed provided a written report outlining all items that the board voted on during the season.  Mo-

tion by Bob Sencenbaugh, second by Brenda Lemon, motion/second/carried. 

Treasurer Cheryl Martin provided a written report including current financials.  Motion by Bob Sencenbaugh, sec-

ond by Brenda Lemon, motion/second/carried. 

Committee Reports 

Membership Rodney Martin was absent but submitted a written report which was presented by Cheryl Martin.  In 

brief there were a total of 135 total memberships for the 2018-2019 season, which is up 6 memberships from last 

season.  

Sanctioning Sue Ferrari - written report presented.  In brief, 113 total pulls were sanctioned including Champion-

ship.  One pull was canceled due to horrible weather conditions, 1 canceled after the venue was sold and no longer 

available, and 3 were canceled after weigh in because no one showed up.  

Judges Robbie Reed advised Jean Wilson will present her Judges report and requested this be tabled until 3:30PM 

when Jean will be available via telephone; tabled.  

Forms Robbie Reed - written report presented.  In brief, all forms updated and saved as PDF and fillable if needed. 

Awards Jennifer Berning - written report presented.  In brief Jennifer received and completed 8 working dog appli-

cations.  Completed and mailed out Championship invites.  Also, will need to order Regional medals as we do not 

have enough on hand to award next season.   

Grievance Bob Sencenbaugh - written report presented.  No grievances filed.  

Personnel Brenda Lemon - no issues with personnel. 

Championship Valarie Thawley - written report presented.  In brief 64 dogs competed during the snow competition 

and 70 dogs competed in the wheels competition.  Two records were broken on wheels; Throttle in the 60 lb class 

pulling 3985 lbs and Delbert in the 150 lb class pulling 3800 lbs.  First time records were created on natural wheels 

and snow by 10 lb class Monarch Joseph.  Monarch Joseph pulled 42 lbs on natural snow and 295 lbs on natural 
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wheels.  Also, Terry and Robbie Reed sponsored high percentage plaques for each weight class for both snow and 

wheels.  Rodney and Cheryl Martin sponsored two day combined high percentage trophies.  The winners are in the 

10/20/40 pound classes was Magic Mike with owner Clay Fonvielle.  The 60/80/100 pound classes was Mole with 

owner/handlers Steve Jackson and Wendy Leister.  And in the 125/150/Unlimited classes was Xander with owner 

Timothy Goodell. 

Newsletter Robbie Reed - written report presented.  In brief the average cost for printing the newsletter for each 

membership went up to $56.58.  This cost does not include the cost of printing the Constitution and Pulling Rules 

and mailing them to each membership.  This is an increase of $6.02 each membership just for the newsletter.  From 

the 2013-2014 season through the 2018-2019 season the increase for printing all IWPA documents has increased 

over 65%.   

Regional Coordinator Susan Gallagher - written report presented.  In brief Susan indicated she received no reports 

from regions.  Clay Fonvielle will be the Region 8 rep. 

Statistician Sue Ferrari - written report presented.  In brief there were stats received for 108 pulls which includes 

Championship pulls.  Late fines were assessed to two organizers; this amount totaled $350.00.  Points were pulled 

on one pull due to numerous rules that were broken.  On another pull, points were pulled on the chief judge only.  

Web Master Sheryl Franklin - written report submitted by Sheryl Franklin and presented Sue Ferrari.  Updates to all 

sections of website except the Gallery.  Sheryl indicated she hadn’t received any photos until March/April.  She had 

received comments in regard to corrections to individual pulls, questions/disagreements with points, and requests 

for contact information which she directed to the contact page, corrections with upcoming pulls and fielded ques-

tions on where to send forms for organizers.  Sheryl added since adding the FAQ to the website 3 years ago, the 

questions have diminished.   

Web site inquiry Brenda Lemon – no written report but Brenda indicated she had approximately 6 inquiries. 

HOF Robbie Reed - written report presented.  Robbie reported she had 6 Regional HOF applications which were pre-

sented during the Awards Banquet at Championships.   The recipients were Denali with Owners Mike and Kath-
leen Tully, Daffodil, Chief and Tog “The Terrible” with Owners Rodney and Cheryl Martin and Prince Mu-
fasa with Owners Robbie and Terry Reed.  No National HOF applications were submitted.  There were two 
applications for International HOF which will need to be reviewed under old business.  Those applicants 
are Daffodil with Owners Rodney and Cheryl Martin and Prince Mufasa with Owners Robbie and Terry 
Reed.  There was 1 National Hall of Fame Inductee presented to the membership during the Awards Ban-
quet on April 27th, 2019; that Inductee was Cinnabar with Owner/Handler Sheryl Franklin.  There were 3 
International Hall of Fame Inductees presented to the membership during the Awards Banquet on April 
27th, 2019; those Inductees were Keisha with Owner/Handler Kari Hunyadi, Ricochet with Owner/Handler 
Diane Krupski and Prince I-Da Mack with Owner/Handler Terry Reed.  Now, after the sixth completed sea-
son since the birth of the Hall of Fame program in 2012-2013 season there are a total of 34 Regional HOF 
recipients, 5 National HOF Inductees, as well as 11 International HOF Inductees with 2 pending applicants.  
For a total of 50 awarded HOF and 2 pending HOF awards. 
 

Promotions Terry Reed - written report submitted from Terry Reed and presented by Sue Ferrari and Robbie Reed.  

In brief, Terry Reed reported he had two marketing ventures; one with an IWPA logo baseball hat and the second 
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was an online store selling shirts with the IWPA logo.  From both ventures the IWPA earned $188.06.   

Cheryl Martin made a motion to accept all committee reports as presented.  Second by Valarie Thawley, motion/

second/carried. 

Drug Testing Robbie Reed - written report presented.  In brief drug testing was completed at the Championships.  

There were 51 urine samples submitted to the lab for testing/analysis.  The lab indicated two samples had con-

firmed positive findings for a total of three stimulants (two stimulants each with one being in both samples) which is 

a violation of our rules; Pulling Rules Section 4 (A) (3).  Additionally, two of the compounds are toxic for dogs which 

is a violation of our rules; Pulling Rules Section 4 (B).  It is important to note that both samples were not identified in 

any way nor were the owners/handlers during the discussion of this committee report.  After much discussion and 

education information provided, Susan Gallagher made a motion that the 2 positive samples lead to disqualification 

of the dogs and any dogs placing lower than these disqualified dogs be moved up one position.  Also, further discus-

sion to follow for owner/handler responsibility and repercussions, second by Brenda Lemon, motion/second/carried 

unanimously. 

Bob Sencenbaugh made a motion to remain consistent, issue a like penalty (from a previous positive finding) for 

these violations, to return medals if issued and the membership/s suspended for 3 years.  Letter previously issued 

be modified for correct information and the owners/handlers be notified via certified mail.  Second by George Fer-

rari, motion/second/carried unanimously. 

Unfinished Business 

Newsletter costs reviewed.  Bob Sencenbaugh made a motion to increase all membership dues by $5.00.  Grant a 

$10 discount for all memberships that accept the Newsletter by PDF format, second by George Ferrari, motion/

second/carried. 

International HOF Induction reviews for Daffodil and Prince Mufasa.  Motion made by Bob Sencenbaugh to induct 

both Daffodil and Prince Mufasa into the International HOF, second by Valarie Thawley, motion/second/carried.  

Items from the General Membership meeting  

From the topic of re-alignment of regions and the number of pulls in/out of region to be counted for points.  After 

much discussion and reminded of information from the board meeting in 2017-18, it was decided no changes 

needed, it would not benefit the membership as a whole. 

From Debbie Lee in regard to a form change for judges; topic tabled until forms review under new business. 

Follow up/update on IRS/Not for Profit and PayPal.  Treasurer Cheryl Martin advised there have been no problems 

using PayPal and the process is getting much better.  Cheryl replies to sender after she receives the funds notifica-

tion.  Cheryl has no issues with receiving a scanned signature but not sent as a picture text msg.  Update on IRS/Not 

for Profit status - Sue advised she had looked at and made notes but hadn’t done anything else with it.  Cheryl feels 

we do need to get this but doesn’t feel she is qualified to do the filing on her own.  Cheryl will reach out to a CPA 

and check on cost to help with filing. 

Job description update tabled for new business. 
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Audit of financials/checking/savings accounts – Cheryl Martin reported an audit hasn’t been completed.  The board 

set a date of July 15th for it to be completed before the beginning of the pull season. 

Eileen Rogers member letter of concern – Sue Ferrari explained a video came to light with obvious rule violations.  

She called all judges except 1.  All agreed Steve always park there (in front of the start line).  One person in atten-

dance said the track was not 10’ wide but the organizer said it was.  Sue added she initially said she wouldn’t pull 

points.  Based on what’s on the back of sanctioning application and the letter sent to all organizers specifically 

states point can be pulled.  Susan Gallagher asked why she waited until after season was over to pull the points.  

Susan added they could have had the opportunity to make up the points.  Sue Ferrari advised Jean Wilson was still 

conducting her investigation as Judges Chair.  Sue added she had sent the information out to the board for input 

and all replying board members agreed a letter should be sent but no one input on what should be written.  Discus-

sion came up about this being taken to the board meeting for further discussion.  Valarie Thawley said she under-

stood a letter had been sent out for judges.  Didn’t realize the Sanctioning Chair could pull the points alone.   

Sue Ferrari said the job description will be brought up under new business. 

Susan Gallagher talked about the time frame needs to happen faster for any points to be pulled. 

In regard to judges portion this should be tabled until 3:30 PM to discuss with Jean Wilson. 

Eileen Rogers also questioned cart weights for specific pulls 17, 18, 42, 43, 56, 57, 94, 95, 106, 26, 27 and 28.  Eileen 

states the cart weight and the number in increments don’t add up to the weight pulled.  After reviewing all the pulls 

the cart used weighed 265 pounds.  Simply, an additional 35 pounds is added to the cart bringing the cart weight up 

to an even number for the beginning start weight; i.e. cart weight is 265 pounds add an additional 35 pounds to the 

cart bringing it to 300 pounds.  So the starting weight and weight increments are even numbers. 

In regard to snow fence chutes, a letter will be sent to John Podolak regarding his chute barriers as per Pulling Rules 

Section 2 (d) no snow fence and appropriate materials are listed.  He also needs to revise his chute barriers to be 

within the rules.  Sue Ferrari to write a letter to John Podolak. 

Eileen questioned the Treasurer Financial statements placed into the newsletter, indicating the verbiage is incor-

rect.  Cheryl Martin said she can change the wording of “budget” to “Financial Statement” and General Fund will 

change to “Income” and “Expenses”. 

Will look at setting up grievance committee to investigate any investigation even if a grievance isn’t filed.  Placed on 

New Business. 

David Gallagher submitted a letter.  Susan Gallagher said all things had been addressed during previous discussion. 

Michelle Izzo letter submitted to the board in regard to the Remsen pull which was reviewed; no action needed. 

Sue Ferrari explained at this pull, Mist attempted the pull the cart and couldn’t pull it.  After that the cart was 

changed and the pull started over.  Susan Gallagher asked if every dog in the class tried to pull it and couldn’t, if 

then they could have changed the cart?  Robbie Reed advised there was a championship where all dogs in the 20 lb 

class tried to pull and no dog pulled it; no medals were issued at that championship.  The pull simply can’t just re-

start.  Keeping consistent this should not be allowed at any pull event. 
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Darwin Lumbattis letter submitted asking about the number of out of region pulls allowed.  This had already been 

addressed; no changes needed. 

Susan Gallagher submitted agenda items via email.  Susan Gallagher explained 3 items are under new business; so-

cial media, cell phone and how those issues are addressed in the future.  Drug testing issue already addressed will 

review for job description and collection. 

Susan Gallagher topic of a foul language issue at the championships.  Topic tabled until discussion with Jean Wilson 

for Judges Report at 3:30 PM. 

Susan Gallagher questioned any DQ at Championships.  Sue Ferrari explained the DQ of Chewy.  Sue told Carol she 

couldn’t go out of the handling area.  Carol took Chewy a second time out of the holding area.  A third time she 

went out of the holding area Sue Ferrari realized when the dog was out of the area it wasn’t even on a leash.  Jenni-

fer Berning explained Carol would walk behind her as she was judging the class and never saw Carol doing this be-

cause she was calling for the next dog/handler to the track.  Sue added Debbie Lee told Carol she needed to watch 

herself or will be DQ’d.  The timing of the DQ was unfortunate.  The DQ was not an issue, just the timing it was 

called was unfortunate. 

Sue Ferrari explained the DQ of Tank, where he was not being manageable.  Sue Ferrari talked to Darwin and told 

him if the dog could not be managed, don’t bring him out to the track.  Jennifer Berning also explained when Tank 

was hooked to cart he had turned the cart in almost 180 degree angle and a tangle was called.  The dog was un-

hooked and hooked back up and attempted to pull.  As the pull began the dog began it bite Darwin’s arm.  Darwin 

took the dog out that round.  Jennifer added her and Jean both were headed to Darwin when he told them he’s tak-

ing Tank out. 

Also, a dogs Harness too long at Championship.  George Ferrari explained Shae-la Gatz’ boyfriend asked about Tim 

Goodell’s dog harness being too long.  George asked Tim Goodell about the length.  Tim told him it was okay.  

George measured the harness and found it to be 26”.  George Ferrari asked if he knew it was too long and Tim said 

no.  George Ferrari told Tim to change the harnesses.  The same two people ask about “yesterday’s” pull.  George 

asked about why they didn’t say something yesterday.  Susan Gallagher felt Tim should have been DQ’d.  New busi-

ness tighten up where measurement is made specifically from. 

Brenda Lemon made a motion to visit new business items with the exception that board members present that will 

be vacating current board positions not vote on any new business discussed and any new board members present 

coming on the new board, be able to cast votes for new business taken out of order due to extenuating circum-

stances.  Second by Cheryl Martin, motion/second/carried. 

New Business 

Proposed new Budget Treasurer Cheryl Martin – Cheryl said she will change “General Fund” to “Income” and 

“Expenses” and “Proposed Budget” to “Financial Statement”.  Bob Sencenbaugh made a motion to accept proposed 

budget, second by George Ferrari, motion/second/carried. 

General membership meeting items; 

Steven Gatzow in regard to re-alignment of regions.  This topic was discussed and no change needed. 
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Darwin Lumbattis in regard to the number of pulls allowed to count in points.  This topic was discussed and no 

change needed. 

Debbie Lee suggestion about a change on the Judges Report; to be addressed under forms. 

Sue Ferrari discussed the holding area Judge measure the harnesses for each dog prior to the weight class begin-

ning.  Will use the score sheet and mark on the score sheet after the dog is measured and it fit within the 24”.  Dis-

cussed adding in to Pulling Rules Section 5 (c) before number 1, “While in the holding area the harness of each dog 

competing in the weight class MUST be measured by a judge to ensure that each harness measures less than 24” 

from the base of the tail to the farthest extent of the harness when measured approximately parallel to the 

ground”.  All subsequent numbers in the aforementioned paragraph continue in numerical order.  Motion made by 

Cheryl Martin, second by Valarie Thawley, motion/second/carried. 

Sue Ferrari – Judges Report not being filled out correctly.  Topic discussed and suggested the judge’s chair for 19-20 

season write an article for the August Newsletter advising all about importance of filling out paperwork correctly.  If 

not, it would be falsifying documents and could jeopardize insurance. 

Sue Ferrari – money set aside for a person to visit pulls to help ensure rules are enforced uniformly the same all 

over the IWPA venues. 

Sue Ferrari - Pulling Rules 5 (c) 16.  Discussed on deck circle.  Add to the Judges Chairperson letter for the August 

Newsletter that the on deck circle be “behind, but near the starting end of the pull chute” as stated in the Pulling 

Rules. 

Sue Ferrari made a suggestion that all board members being more professional, putting personal issues aside and 

looking at the bigger picture for the whole organization. 

Terry Reed written and submitted proposal to add in Standing Rules Article III Section 7 (I) change to read “The or-

ganizer and first year judges shall not be eligible to judge at the Championship”.  Bob Sencenbaugh made a motion 

to accept as written, second by Jennifer Berning, motion/second/carried. 

Terry Reed written and submitted proposal Standing Rules Article III Section 7  - Bob Sencenbaugh motioned Stand-

ing Rules Article III Section 7 (K) to become proposed “M” and current letters K & L become L & M, second by 

George Ferrari, motion/second/carried. 

Jennifer Berning Standing Rules Article III Section 5 change to read “…snow pullers against snow pullers…“, motion 

by Jennifer Berning, second by Valarie Thawley, motion/second/carried. 

Terry Reed Article II Sec 4 written proposal submitted.  It suggests to add proposed letter A and letter B.  Bob 

Sencenbaugh motioned to accept as written except remove the second paragraph of number 3, second by George 

Ferrari, motion/second/carried. 

Standing Rules Article II section 1 – discussed as written.  Change by adding on to letter D – “If sanctioning is possi-

bly going to be suspended, the sanctioning director will present all evidence and justification to the board for review 

and/or approval”.  Jennifer Berning made a motion to add number 1 with changes noted, “Financial” and changes as 

noted to letter D by adding the aforementioned statement, second by Valarie Thawley, motion/second/carried.  
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Jean Wilson called to give Judges Report.  After a lengthy discussion regarding Shae-la Gatz/Kruger’s disqualification 

in regard to failure to report to the drug testing table, it was decided that no action to be taken. 

Board discussed social media conversations, cyber bullying.  George Ferrari made a motion to add to Standing Rules 

Article XIV Section 4 (after the first sentence) “A grievance could include but not limited to verified direct communi-

cation via cyber bullying, any form of digital communication, direct threats and harassment”, second by Bob 

Sencenbaugh, motion/second/carried. 

Same Article XIV Grievance Section 3 change the time frame of 2 to 4 weeks to “2 to 3 weeks”.  Also add “once all 

evidence is submitted to the board, the board has 1 week to make a decision and notify all parties.  Brenda Lemon 

made a motion to adopt changes, second by Jennifer Berning, motion/second/carried. 

Terry Reed written and submitted proposal Standing Rules Article II Section 7 - to add in a Section H (which is copied 
from Constitution By-laws Article IV Section 3 D Nominations) and add in 2 sentences as noted in bold on his pro-
posal, “The Election Chairperson shall on or before January 5th, mail, (by first class mail) to each member in good 
standing, a ballot listing all of the nominees for each position in alphabetical order, together with a blank envelope 
marked ballot for each voting member and a return envelope addressed to Elections Chair marked Ballot and bear-
ing the name of the member to whom it was sent.  In order that the ballots may remain secret, each voter after 
making his ballot shall seal it in the blank envelope, which in turn shall be placed in the second envelope addressed 
to the Election Chair.  (Add In)  The outer envelope shall bear the signature of the member.  Members at their dis-
cretions and expense may place the entire package in an additional envelope to conceal their signature when mail-
ing. The inspectors of the election shall check the returns against the list of members whose dues are paid for the 
coming year prior to the opening the outer envelopes and removing the blank ballot envelopes, and shall certify the 
eligibility of the voters as well as the results of the voting.  Ballots must be returned on or before February 15th.  No-
tification of the results of voting will be published in the March Newsletter.  Valarie Thawley made a motion to ac-
cept proposed, second by Brenda Lemon, motion/second/carried. 
 
Susan Gallagher asked about (a) the determination of the championship location and (b) Canadian membership; 

discussed no further discussion needed. 

Robbie Reed - Pulling Rules Section 4 (3) add on the word “oxygenators” after the words i.e. illegal stimulants…. 

George Ferrari made a motion to add as noted, second by Bob Sencenbaugh, motion/second/carried. 

Robbie Reed to ask Terry Reed to work on the missing job descriptions in Standing Rules Article II Sections 5, 6, 12, 

13, 15, and 17.   

Discipline of Judges Steve Jackson and Diane Geitzenhaur (Article VII Section 3).  George Ferrari suggests Steve and 

Diane receive probation for 1 pulling season to begin their next pulling season, as this is the second occurrence for 

each of them.  Written warning letters to go out to Wendy Leister, Merrillee D’Anonio, Beverly Detwiler and Eileen 

Rogers.  Judges Chair to draft the letters and then send to the board for approval.   Motion made by Brenda Lemon, 

second by George Ferrari, motion/second/carried. 

The Judges chair to add in their article for the August Newsletter about issues with aggressive dogs and it won’t be 

tolerated. 

A letter from the board addressed to all judges for the 2018-2019 season regarding all the issues from this season.  

Sue Ferrari to draft the letter and send to board for review/approval. 
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Bob Sencenbaugh motion to re-elect the current officers (2018-2019) as nominations to fill officer positions for the 

2019-2020 officers.  President Sue Ferrari, Vice-President Brenda Lemon, Secretary to the Board Robbie Reed and 

Treasurer Cheryl Martin all accepted nominations.  Second made by Jennifer Berning, motion/second/carried. 

Committee Chair Persons – George Ferrari to fill Elections, Bob Sencenbaugh to fill Regional Coordinator and all 

other committee chairs remain the same. 

Forms review - Robbie Reed to make changes as noted.  Motion made by Brenda Lemon to accept all changes as 

noted, second by Bob Sencenbaugh, motion/second/carried. 

Sheryl Franklin video conference.  Sue Ferrari to contact Sheryl Franklin to inquire about which 2 programs she 

would suggest.  Then the secretary to set up trial periods for evaluation and testing. 

Board meeting 2020 tentative date/location - Reno, NV on June 13th & 14th, 2020.  Bob Sencenbaugh made a motion 

to accept date and location, second by George Ferrari, motion/second/carried. 

Bob Sencenbaugh made a motion to adjourn meeting, second by Jennifer Berning, motion/second/carried. 

PULL CALENDARPULL CALENDAR  
 September 1, 2019 

 Region 6 Season Opener Part 1 
 Region: 6 Petoskey, Michigan (420 N. Ellsworth Rd) 
 Wheels : Sun 9/1/2019 Weigh-in: 9:15 AM  --  10:15 AM Pull Start: 10:30 AM 
 Fees: $15 first dog, $10 ea additional 
 Contacts: Jean Wilson, 231-881-4094 [teamnewf@gmail.com] 
 Chief Judge: Jean Wilson, 231-881-4094 [teamnewf@gmail.com] 
 Prizes: Medals/awards 
 Novice Info: 
 Comments: This is part 1 of a two pull day. There will be a bring-a-dish potluck during the 1 hour break between the  
 pulls. 
 Sponsors: Team Newf 
 Lodging: 
 Directions: 

 September 1, 2019 

 Region 6 Season Opener Part 2 
 Region: 6 Petoskey, Michigan (420 N. Ellsworth Rd) 
 Wheels : Sun 9/1/2019 Weigh-in: 2:00 PM  --  3:00 PM Pull Start: 3:30 PM 
 Fees: $15 first dog, $10 ea additional 
 Contacts: Jean Wilson, 231-881-4094 [teamnewf@gmail.com] 
 Chief Judge: Jean Wilson, 231-881-4094 [teamnewf@gmail.com] 
 Prizes: Medals/awards 
 Novice Info: 
 Comments: ** these times are tentative. This pull will start 1 hour after the first pull of the day is over. Please bring-a- 
 dish to share during this break. 
 Sponsors: Team Newf 
 Lodging: 
 Directions: 
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Dogs and Chocolate 

By Sheryl Franklin, adapted from several online articles 

A small amount of chocolate will probably only give your dog an upset stomach with vomiting or diarrhea. With large 
amounts, theobromine can produce muscle tremors, seizures, an irregular heartbeat, internal bleeding or a heart at-
tack. The onset of theobromine poisoning is usually marked by severe hyperactivity. 

Chocolate is poisonous to dogs; however, the hazard 
of chocolate to your dog depends on the type of 
chocolate, the amount consumed and your dog's size. 
In large enough amounts, chocolate and cocoa prod-
ucts can kill your dog. 

Why not chocolate? 

The toxic component of chocolate is theobromine.  
Humans easily metabolize theobromine, but dogs 
process it much more slowly, allowing it to build up to 
toxic levels in their system. 

A large dog can consume more chocolate than a small 
dog before suffering ill effects. 

A small amount of chocolate will probably only give 
your dog an upset stomach with vomiting or diarrhea. 

With large amounts, theobromine can produce muscle tremors, seizures, an irregular heartbeat, internal bleeding or 
a heart attack. The onset of theobromine poisoning is usually marked by severe hyperactivity. 

The usual treatment for theobromine poisoning is to induce vomiting within two hours of ingestion. If you are worried 
or suspect that your dog may have eaten a large quantity of chocolate and they are showing any of the signs listed 
above, call your veterinarian immediately. 

If you have a small dog that has eaten a box of chocolates, you need to call and go to your veterinarian right away. Do 
not wait. 

Different chocolate types have different theobromine levels. Cocoa, cooking chocolate and dark chocolate contain the 
highest levels, while milk chocolate and white chocolate have the lowest. If you’re dealing with any quantity of dark or 
bitter chocolate, err on the side of caution.  The high level of theobromine in dark chocolate means it takes only a very 
small amount to poison a dog. Less than an ounce of dark chocolate may be enough to poison a 44-pound dog. 

Of course, never consider chocolate as a reward.  

Dog owners often ask how much chocolate can kill a dog. While there is no right or wrong answer to this, we 
know dogs show symptoms of poisoning when they eat 20mg of theobromine (the toxic chemical in chocolate) for 
every kilogram they weigh. These symptoms become severe at 40 to 50mg per kg. 

"The amount of toxic theobromine varies with the type of chocolate." Toxic doses of theobromine are reported to be 
as low as 20 mg/kg, where agitation, hyperactivity and gastrointestinal signs (such as drooling, vomiting, and diarrhea - 
all which may smell like chocolate) can be seen. 

1/3 pound can be poisonous for a 20 pound dog and 1/6 pound for a 10 pound dog. The average chocolate bar con-
tains 2 to 3 ounces of milk chocolate. It would take 2-3 candy bars to poison a 10 pound dog. ... A small candy bar 
might cause an upset stomach resulting in diarrhea or vomiting. 

In cases of chocolate ingestion, the veterinarian will often give a solution of activated charcoal orally to absorb any re-
maining theobromine from the gastrointestinal tract. After vomiting induction and/or charcoal treatment, your pet will 
need to be monitored for symptoms for 4-6 hours. 
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Theobromine, a caffeine like molecule that increases blood flow to the brain, is so hard for dogs to process that they 
can easily eat enough to be poisonous. Few dogs eat fatal amounts of chocolate, but smaller doses can still cause sei-
zures and other symptoms. 

Types of Chocolate 

Dogs are most likely to consume chocolate around Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, and Easter, says Dr. Judy 
Morgan, DVM, a holistic veterinarian at Clayton and Churchtown Veterinary Associates in New Jersey. However, you 
should always be vigilant and not leave chocolate products where a curious dog might find them. 

Theobromine is the ingredient in chocolate that’s toxic to dogs, Morgan says. Different types of chocolate have varying 
amounts of theobromine, so their toxicity levels will vary. There are also other ingredients, like sugar, that are often 
combined with chocolate that can also be harmful to dogs. 

White chocolate 

Of the chocolates listed here, white chocolate has the lowest levels of theobromine, but that doesn’t mean your dog is 
in the all clear after chowing down: Morgan says the amount of sugar in white chocolate could be harmful, too. 

“[It] could cause vomiting and diarrhea, possibly pancreatitis, but not the heart problems associated with theobro-
mine,” she says. 

Milk chocolate 

Milk chocolate is found in a variety of items you might have in your pantry, including candy from Halloween or Valen-
tine’s Day. While it does contain theobromine, the levels are lower than in dark and backing chocolate, Morgan says. 

“Large volumes of mild chocolate generally result in vomiting and diarrhea,” she says. 

Dark chocolate 

Both dark chocolate and baking chocolate can be harmful to dogs in much small amounts than milk or white chocolate. 
The symptoms can be severe: Morgan says fast and irregular heartbeats are likely to occur. Additional issues include 
tremors, seizures, and possibly death, according to the American Kennel Club (AKC). 

Baking chocolate 

Baking chocolate can cause the most harm to dogs due its levels of theobromine. Additional problems can occur if the 
baking chocolate was consumed in the form of baked goods such as cake or brownies. 

“If the baked goods also contain raisins or macadamia nuts, it's even more trouble,” Morgan says. “Added sugar in the 
baked goods will contribute to vomiting, diarrhea, and possibly pancreatitis.” 

Like with dark chocolate, heart issues can occur when dogs eat even a small amount of baking chocolate. 

What to Do if Your Dog Has Ingested Chocolate 

If you didn’t see your dog actually eat the chocolate, it can be difficult to pinpoint when it happened. The ASPCA says 
symptoms don’t necessarily occur immediately, and can happen up to eight hours after the chocolate was consumed. 

“The first step is really to figure out how much the dog ate,” Morgan says. “If it only ate a small amount of milk choco-
late, veterinary intervention is probably not needed. If the dog ate quite a bit of baking or dark chocolate, definitely 
contact a veterinarian.” 

Keep in mind that the amount of chocolate that can cause harm to a dog with less body weight is smaller and that 
older dogs or dogs with a previous heart condition might react to the chocolate differently, according to the AKC. 

Chocolate contains caffeine.  Caffeine is a stimulant, a compound not allowed by the IWPA for your dogs to   

consume.  It also contains theobromine, the compound in chocolate that makes it TOXIC to your dogs.  Theobro-

mine is also a stimulant and not allowed for your dogs to consume.  Chocolate also contains theophylline, it too is 

a stimulant which is not allowed for your dogs to consume.  Refer to Pulling Rules Section 4 (A)(3).   
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